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Anchoring is done for two principal reasons: first, to stop for fishing, swimming, lunch, or an 
overnight stay and secondly, to keep you from running aground in bad weather or as a result of 
engine failure. Anchoring can be a simple task if you follow these guidelines:  
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Anchoring a small boat by the stern has caused many to capsize and sink. The transom is usually 
squared off and has less freeboard than the bow. In a current, the force of the water can pull the stern 
under. The boat is also vulnerable to swamping by wave action. The weight of a motor, fuel tank, or 
other gear in the stern increases the risk. 

  

 


